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By Mike Stojak, Post Commander
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Greetings,

Well, spring is upon us once again. The Honor Garden will be fully open soon. There are

many Legion activities coming up in the ensuing months. Family Day is on the last

Saturday in April. We showcase our Legion to the community to show what the

American Legion is all about. Please stop by and see what your Legion is all about.

Snacks and beverages will be on hand as well as activities for the kids.

Our birthday dinner was a big success. Thanks to Ken Raymer, our entertainment

chairman and those who helped him. It was great to see a full house.  Pins for length of

membership were presented to those present. 

Our annual Memorial Day ceremony will be at 11:00 am on May 25, 2026, at Huntley

cemetery.  This will be preceded by the Poppy Day fundraising on Saturday May 23rd.

Flag Day is on June 14, 2025.  Join us for our ceremony to retire the torn and tattered

flags of our country. Exact times will be posted on our website and Facebook page.

The Sons of the American Legion will, once again, be supplying food for the Music in the

Park series this year. The Legion is sponsoring Modern Day Romeos. Come down and

have fun.

Then our infamous Vetfest will be on us. That will be on June 20, 2026.  Sponsorships

and volunteers are always welcome. I hope that all our members, families and friends

will join us. More information will be forthcoming and commented on elsewhere in this

newsletter.

Our Honor Guard and the entire Legion will be looking forward to the Fourth of July

parade this year. Our Nation is 250 and Huntley is 175. What a great year for

celebrating.

I hope that you are all doing well and staying healthy. Our membership has been

growing every year, and I hope that trend continues. If you know of a fellow veteran

who is not a member, please ask him to join us. One of the main benefits of being a

Legion member is the representation we have in government. With nearly 12,000 posts

and a membership of 1.6 million we do have a voice that is listened to.

For God and Country

Michael Stojak

Commander

https://www.facebook.com/HuntleyLegion/?rc=p
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Huntley American Legion AuxiliaryHuntley American Legion Auxiliary  Huntley American Legion Auxiliary 

Happy Spring!   This past quarter has been a busy and rewarding one for our

Auxiliary. From supporting education and veteran services to fundraising and

community events, your continued involvement makes a meaningful difference.

Below are some important highlights and upcoming opportunities.

Shannon Bleile Scholarship

The Auxiliary proudly awarded a college scholarship to Shannon Bleile in recognition

of academic achievement and dedication to education. This scholarship reflects our

ongoing commitment to supporting students and encouraging future success.

Congratulations to Shannon, and thank you to our Auxiliary members who make this

program possible through their hard work and fundraising efforts.

Veterans Path to Hope

Veterans Path to Hope will have a drop box located at the Legion with a sheet listing

needed items. Donations collected will help support veterans and their families in

our community who may be facing difficult circumstances. Please consider

contributing if you are able—every donation, big or small, is truly appreciated and

goes directly toward helping those in need.

Vet Fest – Volunteers & Sponsorships Needed

Planning is underway for this year’s Vet Fest held on June 20th 2026, an event

dedicated to honoring veterans and bringing our community together. We are

currently seeking volunteers and sponsors to help make Vet Fest a success. This

event is a wonderful opportunity to support veterans, promote the mission of the

American Legion, and enjoy a day of camaraderie and service. Your time, talents, or

sponsorship support will make a lasting impact.

Poppy Day

Poppy Day is approaching, and we will once again honor the sacrifices of our

veterans by distributing poppies and accepting donations in support of veteran

programs. Volunteers are needed to assist with poppy distribution. A sign‑up sheet

will be posted at the Legion in the upcoming weeks. Your participation helps keep

this meaningful tradition alive while directly supporting veterans and their families.

(continued on next page)



(continued)

Queen of Hearts

The Queen of Hearts drawing continues to be a popular and exciting fundraiser at

the Post, with the current jackpot standing at $15,661.00. Tickets are on sale all

week at the Legion and will be available for purchase up until 7:15 p.m. on Tuesdays.

The drawing is held every Tuesday evening at 8:15 p.m. Proceeds support Post

operations and veteran‑focused initiatives. Be sure to get your tickets and check the

board regularly—you could be the next lucky winner! Thank you to everyone who

continues to support this fundraiser.

Auxiliary Cookbooks – Recipes for a Cause

Cookbook sales are thriving! Each cookbook is available for $15.00, with all

proceeds supporting our mission of assisting veterans, funding scholarships, and

helping veteran organizations. Cookbooks can be purchased at the Legion and

feature a variety of delicious, tried‑and‑true recipes. Don’t miss the opportunity to

enjoy great food while making a positive impact. Thank you for your continued

support

If you are looking for a meaningful way to give back, support veterans, and connect

with your community, please consider joining the Auxiliary. Meetings are held on the

second Wednesday of each month at 7:15 p.m. New members are always welcome,

and your involvement truly makes a difference.

Thank you, and God Bless America.

Suzan Hoehn

President, Auxiliary
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By George Lewerenz, Commander SAL Squadron #673

Huntley Sons of theHuntley Sons of the  
American LegionAmerican Legion  

Huntley Sons of the 
American Legion 

I remember the 1979 movie “Being There”. Featuring Peter Sellers as Chance, the

simple-minded gardener, who was perceived as a genius because of his use of

gardening metaphors for any situation. When he was quoted in the newspaper for

his comment 

“In the Spring, there will be growth”, people took it for an economic prediction

creating a stock market boon. There is something about Spring that just seems to

wake up our optimism about everything.

Happy Spring everyone!

The $1500.00 winner at our drawing on March 18th seasonal raffle was Demi

Shamhart. 

She is currently on Spring Break so we will present her prize when she returns and

get a picture with the big check. Congratulations Demi! 

Tickets for the Summer Raffle will be available soon. 

This year, SAL 673 fully sponsored a Disabled Veteran for the April all-expenses-

paid trip to Colorado for a week of fishing, skiing, sled-hockey and countless other

once-in-a-lifetime activities.  Sincere thanks to the SAL’s Service Officer, Allen

Gullang, for being the champion of this sponsorship.

We hope to see you on Tuesday evenings for the Concert on the Square. We will be

in the Honor Garden selling burgers, brats, and hot dogs with chips. Soda and water

are also available. So, grab a bite and relax with good music! 

Thank you to everyone, have a safe and enjoyable Spring when hopefully, there will

be growth.

May God Bless America.

Kindest Regards,

George Lewerenz

SAL 673 Squadron Commander
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In January, the Foundation held its annual meeting to review of the Annual Report,

and hold elections for directors.

Foundation Purpose: The purposes for which the Corporation has been established

shall be exclusively for charitable and educational purposes including support of the

health and welfare of veterans of the Armed Forces of the United States that qualify

as exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding

section of any future federal tax code.

Fundraising.  The following is a summary of fundraising activities of the Foundation

for 2025: VetFest, Meat Raffle, Gifts to the Yanks, and General Donations.

Donations and Program Disbursements. Pursuant to the purpose of the Foundation,

the following is a summary of donations and disbursements totaling: $53,905.  Below

is a list of the organizations we donated to:

American Legion Operation Comfort Warriors                    

American Legion Riders Post 1231                                       

American Legion Veterans & Children Foundation               

Crystal Lake American Legion Post #171 (Be The One)  

Darkhorse Lodge Veterans Retreat                                

Friends of Fisher House                                                        

Gold Star Mission                                                                  

Honor Flight Chicago                                                             

McHenry County Marine Corps League                                

McHenry County VAC Foundation                                      

New Horizons Veterans Transition                                        

Operation Wild Horse                                                            

Road Home Program Veterans at Rush                              

Veterans Path to Hope                                                          

American Legion Department of Illinois (GTTY)                

Wright Elementary School (Veterans Day Program)           

Local Charitable Organizations                                             

Descendant Scholarships                                                
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Honor Guard Team 
“A Proud and Honorable Tradition”

Honor Guard members are volunteers who often serve regardless of weather

conditions—standing at attention through rain, sleet, or extreme heat. Many are

senior veterans themselves, some averaging over 75 years of age, yet they remain

committed to the Legion’s pillars of Americanism and Service. By performing these

ceremonies, the American Legion ensures that the legacy of every veteran is

preserved and their sacrifices are never forgotten. 

Our post has 24 members providing services to our fallen comrades, families, and

community. Whether we are carrying/presenting the colors in parades and sporting

events or hosting our nation’s great flag at ceremonies or functions, we continue to

educate and promote patriotism. We participate in school programs and patriotic

holidays like Patriot Day, Veterans Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, and 4th of July to

name a few. 

By Dan Vital,  Sgt. of Arms and Honor Guard Captain

The Honor Guard’s core duties is providing the Three-Volley Salute: Often mistaken

for a 21-gun salute, this involves a rifle team (usually 3, 5, or 7 members) firing three

volleys. This tradition signifies that the fallen has been properly cared for and can be

honorably laid to rest. Flag Folding and Presentation: Members meticulously fold the

American flag into a crisp triangle with 13 folds, each carrying symbolic meaning. The

flag is then presented to the next of kin as a lasting tribute of gratitude from a

grateful nation. The Playing of "Taps": A bugler performs this somber 24-note melody,

which serves as the final farewell at the graveside or ceremony honoring veterans.

Additionally, we provided honors to veterans during viewing and/or celebration of

life ceremonies by standing guard and rendering a final salute.

(Continued on next page)

Military Funeral
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other than
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Active Duty
and departed
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other than
dishonorable.
Service.
Members who
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dishonorable
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Honor Guard Team 
“A Proud and Honorable Tradition”
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(continued)

The Honor Guard is a symbol of our great county and organization. They proudly

represent past and present veterans who served and defended this great nation. It is

an honor and privilege towear the uniform and represent all those veterans as an

Honor Guard team member. Honor Guard traditions reinforce the principles and

beliefs we all believe in and are sworn to uphold. Freedom is not free and Honor

Guard traditions/service helps us remember that!

Dan Vital

Sgt. of Arms and Honor Guard Captain

dvital60@comcast.net

By Dan Vital,  Sgt. of Arms and Honor Guard Captain

Honor Guard
Members:

Join the Honor
Guard! We are
always
looking for
dedicated
members to
help us serve.
If you are
interested in
joining, please
reach out to
Dan Vital at
the email
address listed
at the bottom
of this article
on this page.
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Here’s a reminder of what is happening at the Huntley Legion this Summer:

APRIL 25, 2026 – American Legion Family Day (Noon - 4:00PM)
Learn about what the Legion does in the community

May 23, 2026 -  Poppy Day 
Fundraiser

MAY 24, 2026 – Memorial Day Ceremony
Held at the Huntley Cemetery at 11:00AM 

JUNE 14,2026 – Flag Day
Flag retirement ceremony

JUNE 20,2026 – VetFest (3:00PM – 11:00PM)
Come celebrate at our 10th annual VetFest

APRIL:
Family Day

Legion -
Nominiations

MAY:
Poppy Day

Memorial Day
Ceremony

Legion Elections
Easter

JUNE:
Flag Day
VetFest

JULY:
4th of July (250

Anniversary)

th

Concerts on the
Square

Scholarship
Ceremony

AUGUST:
Legion Picnic

Concerts on the
Square

SEPTEMBER:
Patriot Day

OCTOBER:
Air Force vs. Navy

Oktoberfest
Gifts to Yanks

Halloween

NOVEMBER:
Army vs Air Force

Meat Raffle
Veteran’s Day
Thanksgiving

DECEMBER:
Army vs Navy

Very Merry
Huntley

Wreaths - America
Christmas

New Years Eve 8

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTS



Huntley American Legion Post #673 is pleased to establish a Blue Star
Banner Program for families of veterans in the Huntley community.

The Blue Star Banner is a traditional American flag that represents a family
member serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces.  It features a blue
star on a white background with a red border, and can have multiple stars to
indicate multiple family members in service.

Display:  Families typically display the banner in their home windows to
show their pride and support for their loved ones serving in the military.

Significance:  The banner serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by
military personnel and their families, and it is a symbol of American
patriotism.

Tradition:  The tradition of displaying the Blue Star Service Banner
began in 1917 and has been carried on through various wars, including
World War I, World War II, and continues today.  This banner is not only
a display of support but also a way to honor and remember those who
have served and continue to serve in the military.

Please complete the attached application form, and a banner will be
supplied to you at no cost.

The application form can be found on the Huntley American Legion website
here:

https://huntleylegion.org/

In addition, your service member will be enrolled as a member of Huntley
American Legion Post #673.  The Post will pay the annual membership dues
for as long as the service member remains on active duty.
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My US Navy Tour: A Journey of Service and Giving Back
By Russell Kovar, Huntley American Legion  #673 Member

My desire to give back to the veteran community is rooted in a family legacy of

service and my own transformative years in the United States Navy. Growing up in

Des Plaines, Illinois, I watched five of my uncles serve during World War II;

remarkably, all five Kovar boys came home. Inspired by their example and seeking

direction, I joined the Navy in 1965.

Life at Sea

I began my tour in San Diego before being assigned to the USS Arneb (AKA-56), an

attack cargo ship. My first year was spent with the deck crew, where we performed

hands-on maintenance and operated "Mike boats" (mechanized landing craft) to

transport Marines for training exercises in the Caribbean. I later transitioned to the

ship’s radio shack as a Communication Yeoman after completing training in Norfolk,

Virginia.

Life aboard the Arneb was full of education and adventure. We traveled to the South

Pole, navigated the Mediterranean, and even stood by as a backup for the Apollo 7

recovery in 1968. I learned quickly that the Navy requires resilience—whether it was

accidentally falling into rough Caribbean waters between a boat and the ship or

learning (the hard way) not to sleep on the signal deck when the engine room "blows

the stacks".

(continued on next page)
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My US Navy Tour: A Journey of Service and Giving Back (cont’d)

The Value of Camaraderie

In 1968, I transferred to the USS Nitro (AE-23), a munitions ship. My time in the

service taught me the vital importance of leadership, discipline, and, most

importantly, looking out for your shipmates. While I was fortunate enough not to

serve in a war zone, many of my classmates and friends, including my best friend

Mike Steuart, served in Vietnam. I remain deeply proud of those who volunteered

for that conflict.
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MEMBER STORY

Returning Home

I was discharged on September 4, 1969, at the age of twenty-three. Returning home

was a bittersweet transition; I remember the shock of being treated poorly by anti-

war protestors in New York, a stark contrast to the respect our veterans deserve.

However, the skills I gained—integrity, accountability, and technical expertise—

allowed me to launch a successful IT career at Allstate Insurance.

Today, I am a retired author, husband, and grandfather. My military experience

remains the foundation of my life, driving me to support my fellow veterans through

independent work and non-profit organizations. We were the lucky ones who came

home, and it is my honor to continue serving those who served.

USS Nitro

US NAVYUS NAVY
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US NAVY
250 Year
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Navy Days Today

Russell’s Photos



Annual Dues 
are $40,

membership 
goes through  
the calendar 
year ending

Dec. 31, 2026

Dues can be paid
online through
mylegion.org

website.  Click on
the “Renew”

button on the top
right of the page.

OR

You can drop it off
at the Huntley

Legion.

OR 

Mail it to:
Huntley Legion

P.O. Box 389
Huntley, IL 60142
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From the Adjutant’s Desk

2026 DUES

How do you like the new format of the Newsletter?
Email any suggestions / feedback you have to: 

Dan Stewart

dstewart13@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP

Membership Renewal Reminder: Stand With Us Another Year

Every name on our roster tells a story of service.

Our Post is more than a building. It is the honor garden patio conversations. The
ceremonies. The scholarships. The support when a veteran or family needs it most.
It is coffee at the bar, flags at half-staff, and boots on the ground when our
community calls.

If you have not yet renewed your membership, we invite you to stand with us
again this year.

Your annual dues:

Support fellow veterans and their families
Fund community events and youth initiatives
Preserve the legacy of those who served before us

When you renew, you are not just paying dues. You are continuing the mission.

If you have already renewed, thank you for your commitment. If not, please take a
moment to submit your dues and remain an active part of the Post family.

Let’s keep our ranks strong.

For questions or assistance with renewal, contact Dan Stewart,
dstewart13@yahoo.com .

Together, we serve.

Dan Stewart
Adjutant, 
Huntley American Legion Post 673

Huntley Post 2026 Meetings:
Apr 16 , 2026 (7:00PM)

May 21, 2026 (7:00PM)

Jun 18 , 2026 (7:00PM)

Jul 16, 2026 (7:00PM)
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HUNTLEY LEGION MERCHANDISE

Front of shirt Back of shirt

We are currently printing custom t-shirts for the Huntley American Legion. Attached

are two distinct designs we’ve selected for screen-printing.   Colors may change in

order to keep screen-printing costs down.

MORE DESIGNS TO COME!

IDEAS FOR
MERCHENDISE: 
Got a great idea
for a T-shirt or

other gear? We’d
love to hear it!

Please reach out
to Dan Stewart—
you can find his
contact details
on the Adjutant
Page (Page 12).
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John Summaria
US Army - WWII

Richard Dahl
US Army - Korea

Herbert Glissendorf
US Army - Vietnam

Ronald Girard
US Navy - Vietnam
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POST EVERLASTING

A Hero's Welcome
by Robert Longley

Time to come home dear brother
Your tour of duty through
You’ve given as much as anyone
Could be expected to do

Just a few steps further
The smoke will start to clear
Others here will guide you
You have no need of fear

You have not failed your brothers
You clearly gave it all
And through your selfless actions
Others will hear the call

So take your place of honor
Among those who have gone before
And know you will be remembered
For now and evermore

“R
est easy, so

ld
ier.

W
e h

ave th
e w

atch
 fro

m
 h

ere”
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EVENTS PHOTOSEVENTS PHOTOSEVENTS PHOTOS

CHAMBER DINNER - FEBRUARY 7TH

HUNTLEY LEGION BIRTHDAY DINNER
MARCH 15  TH

ORATORICAL CONTEST - 2  AT STATEnd

ABIGAIL MCKOY

PHOTOS:
A huge thank

you to our
newest member,

Lourdes
Camarillo, for
the wonderful
professional

photos! We truly
appreciate you

sharing your
talent with us.

ORATORICAL
CONTEST THE

ROAD TO
NATIONALS:

December: Post
Oratorical

Contest (Huntley
American
Legion).

January: Top 3
advance to the
Illinois District

event.

Late January:
Winners advance

to the Illinois
Division.

State: The top 1–
2 finishers

qualify for the
State

competition.

National: The
State winner

competes at the
National level
for a $25,000
scholarship.
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TICKETS SOLD 
AT THE AMERICAN LEGION

ALL WEEK UNTIL 7:15PM ON TUESDAYS
DRAWING EVERY TUESDAY@8:15PM

WOMEN’S AUXILIARY
QUEEN OF HEARTS RAFFLE 
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"THANK-YOU" TO OUR SPONSORS!

BINGO WILL BE PAUSED
UNTIL WE CAN FIND
A BINGO MANAGER
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HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET YOUR LEGION NEWS?
Our Legion newsletter has been a great success with over 300 emailed and
approximately 100 sent out through regular mail.  If you are receiving this

and getting the mailed newsletter, there is no need to respond to this
section, unless you'd like to change your email or mailing address.  If you do

need any changes, please make corrections here and drop it at the post or
mail to:  Huntley Legion Post #673, PO Box 389, Huntley, IL 60142

Suggestions for improvements or additions should be addressed by the same means.


	HUNTLEY AMERICAN LEGION
	POST 673
	NEWSLETTER
	QUARTER 2- 2026
	Huntley American Legion Board 2025 - 2026
	Commander's Corner
	By Mike Stojak, Post Commander
	Greetings,
	Well, spring is upon us once again. The Honor Garden will be fully open soon. There are many Legion activities coming up in the ensuing months. Family Day is on the last Saturday in April. We showcase our Legion to the community to show what the American Legion is all about. Please stop by and see what your Legion is all about. Snacks and beverages will be on hand as well as activities for the kids.
	Our birthday dinner was a big success. Thanks to Ken Raymer, our entertainment chairman and those who helped him. It was great to see a full house.  Pins for length of membership were presented to those present.
	Our annual Memorial Day ceremony will be at 11:00 am on May 25, 2026, at Huntley cemetery.  This will be preceded by the Poppy Day fundraising on Saturday May 23rd. Flag Day is on June 14, 2025.  Join us for our ceremony to retire the torn and tattered flags of our country. Exact times will be posted on our website and Facebook page.
	The Sons of the American Legion will, once again, be supplying food for the Music in the Park series this year. The Legion is sponsoring Modern Day Romeos. Come down and have fun.
	Then our infamous Vetfest will be on us. That will be on June 20, 2026.  Sponsorships and volunteers are always welcome. I hope that all our members, families and friends will join us. More information will be forthcoming and commented on elsewhere in this newsletter.
	Our Honor Guard and the entire Legion will be looking forward to the Fourth of July parade this year. Our Nation is 250 and Huntley is 175. What a great year for celebrating.
	I hope that you are all doing well and staying healthy. Our membership has been growing every year, and I hope that trend continues. If you know of a fellow veteran who is not a member, please ask him to join us. One of the main benefits of being a Legion member is the representation we have in government. With nearly 12,000 posts and a membership of 1.6 million we do have a voice that is listened to.
	For God and Country
	Michael Stojak Commander



	Huntley American Legion Auxiliary
	Huntley American Legion Auxiliary Board 2025 - 2026
	Happy Spring!   This past quarter has been a busy and rewarding one for our Auxiliary. From supporting education and veteran services to fundraising and community events, your continued involvement makes a meaningful difference. Below are some important highlights and upcoming opportunities.
	Shannon Bleile Scholarship The Auxiliary proudly awarded a college scholarship to Shannon Bleile in recognition of academic achievement and dedication to education. This scholarship reflects our ongoing commitment to supporting students and encouraging future success. Congratulations to Shannon, and thank you to our Auxiliary members who make this program possible through their hard work and fundraising efforts.
	Veterans Path to Hope Veterans Path to Hope will have a drop box located at the Legion with a sheet listing needed items. Donations collected will help support veterans and their families in our community who may be facing difficult circumstances. Please consider contributing if you are able—every donation, big or small, is truly appreciated and goes directly toward helping those in need.
	Vet Fest – Volunteers & Sponsorships Needed Planning is underway for this year’s Vet Fest held on June 20th 2026, an event dedicated to honoring veterans and bringing our community together. We are currently seeking volunteers and sponsors to help make Vet Fest a success. This event is a wonderful opportunity to support veterans, promote the mission of the American Legion, and enjoy a day of camaraderie and service. Your time, talents, or sponsorship support will make a lasting impact.
	Poppy Day Poppy Day is approaching, and we will once again honor the sacrifices of our veterans by distributing poppies and accepting donations in support of veteran programs. Volunteers are needed to assist with poppy distribution. A sign‑up sheet will be posted at the Legion in the upcoming weeks. Your participation helps keep this meaningful tradition alive while directly supporting veterans and their families. (continued on next page)


	Huntley American Legion Auxiliary
	Huntley American Legion Auxiliary Board 2025 - 2026
	(continued) Queen of Hearts The Queen of Hearts drawing continues to be a popular and exciting fundraiser at the Post, with the current jackpot standing at $15,661.00. Tickets are on sale all week at the Legion and will be available for purchase up until 7:15 p.m. on Tuesdays. The drawing is held every Tuesday evening at 8:15 p.m. Proceeds support Post operations and veteran‑focused initiatives. Be sure to get your tickets and check the board regularly—you could be the next lucky winner! Thank you to everyone who continues to support this fundraiser.
	Auxiliary Cookbooks – Recipes for a Cause Cookbook sales are thriving! Each cookbook is available for $15.00, with all proceeds supporting our mission of assisting veterans, funding scholarships, and helping veteran organizations. Cookbooks can be purchased at the Legion and feature a variety of delicious, tried‑and‑true recipes. Don’t miss the opportunity to enjoy great food while making a positive impact. Thank you for your continued support
	If you are looking for a meaningful way to give back, support veterans, and connect with your community, please consider joining the Auxiliary. Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:15 p.m. New members are always welcome, and your involvement truly makes a difference.
	Thank you, and God Bless America. Suzan Hoehn President, Auxiliary


	Huntley Sons of the  American Legion
	Huntley Sons of the American Legion Board 2025 - 2026
	I remember the 1979 movie “Being There”. Featuring Peter Sellers as Chance, the simple-minded gardener, who was perceived as a genius because of his use of gardening metaphors for any situation. When he was quoted in the newspaper for his comment  “In the Spring, there will be growth”, people took it for an economic prediction creating a stock market boon. There is something about Spring that just seems to wake up our optimism about everything.
	Happy Spring everyone!
	The $1500.00 winner at our drawing on March 18th seasonal raffle was Demi Shamhart.  She is currently on Spring Break so we will present her prize when she returns and get a picture with the big check. Congratulations Demi!
	Tickets for the Summer Raffle will be available soon.
	This year, SAL 673 fully sponsored a Disabled Veteran for the April all-expenses-paid trip to Colorado for a week of fishing, skiing, sled-hockey and countless other once-in-a-lifetime activities.  Sincere thanks to the SAL’s Service Officer, Allen Gullang, for being the champion of this sponsorship.
	We hope to see you on Tuesday evenings for the Concert on the Square. We will be in the Honor Garden selling burgers, brats, and hot dogs with chips. Soda and water are also available. So, grab a bite and relax with good music!
	Thank you to everyone, have a safe and enjoyable Spring when hopefully, there will be growth.
	May God Bless America.
	Kindest Regards, George Lewerenz SAL 673 Squadron Commander


	Huntley  American Legion Charitable Foundation Board 2025 - 2026
	In January, the Foundation held its annual meeting to review of the Annual Report, and hold elections for directors.
	Foundation Purpose: The purposes for which the Corporation has been established shall be exclusively for charitable and educational purposes including support of the health and welfare of veterans of the Armed Forces of the United States that qualify as exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.
	Fundraising.  The following is a summary of fundraising activities of the Foundation for 2025: VetFest, Meat Raffle, Gifts to the Yanks, and General Donations.
	Donations and Program Disbursements. Pursuant to the purpose of the Foundation, the following is a summary of donations and disbursements totaling: $53,905.  Below is a list of the organizations we donated to:
	American Legion Operation Comfort Warriors
	American Legion Riders Post 1231
	American Legion Veterans & Children Foundation
	Crystal Lake American Legion Post #171 (Be The One)
	Darkhorse Lodge Veterans Retreat
	Friends of Fisher House
	Gold Star Mission
	Honor Flight Chicago
	McHenry County Marine Corps League
	McHenry County VAC Foundation
	New Horizons Veterans Transition
	Operation Wild Horse
	Road Home Program Veterans at Rush
	Veterans Path to Hope
	American Legion Department of Illinois (GTTY)
	Wright Elementary School (Veterans Day Program)
	Local Charitable Organizations
	Descendant Scholarships

	Honor Guard Team  “A Proud and Honorable Tradition”
	Military Funeral Honors Eligibility:
	Honor Guard members are volunteers who often serve regardless of weather conditions—standing at attention through rain, sleet, or extreme heat. Many are senior veterans themselves, some averaging over 75 years of age, yet they remain committed to the Legion’s pillars of Americanism and Service. By performing these ceremonies, the American Legion ensures that the legacy of every veteran is preserved and their sacrifices are never forgotten.
	Our post has 24 members providing services to our fallen comrades, families, and community. Whether we are carrying/presenting the colors in parades and sporting events or hosting our nation’s great flag at ceremonies or functions, we continue to educate and promote patriotism. We participate in school programs and patriotic holidays like Patriot Day, Veterans Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, and 4th of July to name a few.
	The Honor Guard’s core duties is providing the Three-Volley Salute: Often mistaken for a 21-gun salute, this involves a rifle team (usually 3, 5, or 7 members) firing three volleys. This tradition signifies that the fallen has been properly cared for and can be honorably laid to rest. Flag Folding and Presentation: Members meticulously fold the American flag into a crisp triangle with 13 folds, each carrying symbolic meaning. The flag is then presented to the next of kin as a lasting tribute of gratitude from a grateful nation. The Playing of "Taps": A bugler performs this somber 24-note melody, which serves as the final farewell at the graveside or ceremony honoring veterans. Additionally, we provided honors to veterans during viewing and/or celebration of life ceremonies by standing guard and rendering a final salute. (Continued on next page)

	Honor Guard Team  “A Proud and Honorable Tradition”
	Honor Guard Members:
	(continued)
	The Honor Guard is a symbol of our great county and organization. They proudly represent past and present veterans who served and defended this great nation. It is an honor and privilege towear the uniform and represent all those veterans as an Honor Guard team member. Honor Guard traditions reinforce the principles and beliefs we all believe in and are sworn to uphold. Freedom is not free and Honor Guard traditions/service helps us remember that!
	Dan Vital Sgt. of Arms and Honor Guard Captain dvital60@comcast.net

	EVENTS
	APRIL: Family Day Legion - Nominiations
	MAY: Poppy Day Memorial Day Ceremony Legion Elections Easter
	JUNE: Flag Day VetFest
	JULY: 4th of July (250th Anniversary) Concerts on the Square Scholarship Ceremony
	AUGUST: Legion Picnic Concerts on the Square
	SEPTEMBER: Patriot Day
	OCTOBER: Air Force vs. Navy Oktoberfest Gifts to Yanks Halloween
	NOVEMBER: Army vs Air Force Meat Raffle Veteran’s Day Thanksgiving
	DECEMBER: Army vs Navy Very Merry Huntley Wreaths - America Christmas New Years Eve

	BLUE STAR BANNER PROGRAM
	Huntley American Legion Post #673 is pleased to establish a Blue Star Banner Program for families of veterans in the Huntley community.
	The Blue Star Banner is a traditional American flag that represents a family member serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces.  It features a blue star on a white background with a red border, and can have multiple stars to indicate multiple family members in service.
	Display:  Families typically display the banner in their home windows to show their pride and support for their loved ones serving in the military.
	Significance:  The banner serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by military personnel and their families, and it is a symbol of American patriotism.
	Tradition:  The tradition of displaying the Blue Star Service Banner began in 1917 and has been carried on through various wars, including World War I, World War II, and continues today.  This banner is not only a display of support but also a way to honor and remember those who have served and continue to serve in the military.
	Please complete the attached application form, and a banner will be supplied to you at no cost.
	The application form can be found on the Huntley American Legion website here:
	https://huntleylegion.org/
	In addition, your service member will be enrolled as a member of Huntley American Legion Post #673.  The Post will pay the annual membership dues for as long as the service member remains on active duty.

	My US Navy Tour: A Journey of Service and Giving Back
	Life at Sea

	My US Navy Tour: A Journey of Service and Giving Back (cont’d)
	The Value of Camaraderie
	Returning Home


	From the Adjutant’s Desk
	2026 DUES
	How do you like the new format of the Newsletter?
	Email any suggestions / feedback you have to:  Dan Stewart dstewart13@yahoo.com

	MEMBERSHIP
	Membership Renewal Reminder: Stand With Us Another Year
	Every name on our roster tells a story of service.
	Our Post is more than a building. It is the honor garden patio conversations. The ceremonies. The scholarships. The support when a veteran or family needs it most. It is coffee at the bar, flags at half-staff, and boots on the ground when our community calls.
	If you have not yet renewed your membership, we invite you to stand with us again this year.
	Your annual dues:
	Support fellow veterans and their families
	Fund community events and youth initiatives
	Preserve the legacy of those who served before us
	When you renew, you are not just paying dues. You are continuing the mission.
	If you have already renewed, thank you for your commitment. If not, please take a moment to submit your dues and remain an active part of the Post family.
	Let’s keep our ranks strong.
	For questions or assistance with renewal, contact Dan Stewart, dstewart13@yahoo.com .
	Together, we serve.
	Dan Stewart Adjutant,  Huntley American Legion Post 673

	Huntley Post 2026 Meetings: Apr 16 , 2026 (7:00PM) May 21, 2026 (7:00PM) Jun 18 , 2026 (7:00PM) Jul 16, 2026 (7:00PM)


	HUNTLEY LEGION MERCHANDISE
	We are currently printing custom t-shirts for the Huntley American Legion. Attached are two distinct designs we’ve selected for screen-printing.   Colors may change in order to keep screen-printing costs down.
	Front of shirt
	Back of shirt

	MORE DESIGNS TO COME!
	POST EVERLASTING
	John Summaria US Army - WWII
	Richard Dahl US Army - Korea
	Herbert Glissendorf US Army - Vietnam
	Ronald Girard US Navy - Vietnam


	“Rest easy, soldier. We have the watch from here”
	EVENTS PHOTOS
	CHAMBER DINNER - FEBRUARY 7TH
	HUNTLEY LEGION BIRTHDAY DINNER MARCH 15TH
	ORATORICAL CONTEST - 2nd AT STATE ABIGAIL MCKOY
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